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REGNARD

Registrar-General. Official
who superintends the registration
of births, marriages, and deaths in
England and Wales. His head-
quarters are at Somerset House,
London, W.C.2. The first registrar-
general was appointed in 1836, and
in 1874 he took over the compila-
tion of vital statistics. By sum-
marising the returns from the
various districts the registrar-
general is able to issue quarterly
returns of births, marriages, and
deaths; he also issues a yearly
blue-book.

There is a registrar-general for
Scotland, his offices being at the
Register House, Edinburgh. The
registrars-general and their depart-
ments are responsible for taking
the national census. Quite distinct
from these officials is the registrar-

f^neral of shipping and seamen.
ee   Birth   Rate;   Death   Rate;
National Register.

Registration, Act or fact of
registering. The word is used in
several connexions. In Scots law it
means the transcribing of docu-
ments in a public register, in order
that an exact copy may be pre-
served for use in the event of the
destruction of the original.

The registration of births, mar-
riages, and deaths was made com-
pulsory in England and Wales in
1836, and came into force in 1837.
Before this time the only official
source of information on this sub-
ject was the parish register (g.v.).
By the Births and Deaths Regis-
tration Act, 1836, district regis-
trars have to send copies of regis-
ters of births, marriages, and
deaths to superintendent regis-
trars, by whom they are for-
warded to the registrar-general.
Su bsequent legislation put the onus
of registering births on parents and
others, and of registering deaths on
relatives and others within certain
limits of time after the event.
Marriages are recorded by the
officiating clergyman, or the regis-
trar, at the time of the ceremony.
The registration of electors is a
necessary preliminary to the exer-
cise of the franchise.

Registration. Method of pro-
tecting money and other property
in transit from loss. Letters and
parcels can be registered at any
U.K. post office for a fee, and
luggage can be registered with
railway companies. Under the
Crown Proceedings Act, 1947,
compensation will be paid for loss
of or damage to a registered postal
packet due to negligence of the
post office. The maximum amount
of compensation payable depends
on the amount of the fee paid.

Registration OF LAND. Two
systems of land registration are
possible. The first is registration
of all deeds so that a person pro-
posing to buy land or advance
money on mortgage may know
that in investigating the title of
the vendor or borrower he need
only consider deeds in the registry.
He will still have to satisfy him-
self that the deeds give a good
title and so make it safe for him
to buy it or lend money on a mort-
gage of the land. (See Land
Charges.) The second system is
registration of title, by which
the owner of land may, on satisfy-
ing the registry authorities that
the title deeds show he has a good
title, have himself registered as
the owner. Thereafter any pros-
pective purchaser or mortgagee
need not investigate the title
deeds. He can rely on a certificate
from the registry.

In 1830 a royal commission in
England reported against registra-
tion of title and in favour of regis-
tration of deeds, but no action
was taken. Registration of title
was recommended by another
royal commission in 1857 and the
Land Registry Act, 1862, intro-
duced registration of title on a
voluntary basis. Little use was
made of this Act or of an amended
system introduced in 1875. The
Land Transfer Act, 1897, made
registration of title compulsory
on any sale of land in any area to
which the Act was applied by
order of the privy council. This
was re-enacted by the Land
Registration Act, 1925. The in-
tention is that registration to
title should ultimately be com-
pulsory throughout England. It
is now compulsory on a sale of land
in the city and county of London,
Eastbourne, Hastings, Croydon,
and the county of Middlesex.

A person may be registered (1)
with an absolute title, indicating
that his freehold or leasehold
appears to be without flaw : or (2)
with a qualified title indicating
that there is some flaw in the title
(though this is rare); or (3) with
a possessory title, usually as a
temporary measure indicating
merely that he is in undisturbed
possession and knows of no
adverse claims; or (4) with a
good leasehold title, this form of
registration being necessary only
when a leaseholder cannot register
Ins leasehold with an absolute
title, e.g. because he is not in a
position to prove the validity of
his lessor's title.

The fact that the land registry
registers land with an absolute

title does not mean that a person
who, unknown to the registry, has
a bettor title, is deprived of his
land. Should such a person es-
tablish his claim the land registry
will compensate any person who
has suffered loss through relying
on the title in the register.
All changes affecting the land
which, for unregistered land, would
be registered under the Land
Changes Act are, for registered
land, entered on the register to
title to the land. AH later trans-
fers of the land must be registered.
The register is divided into
three parts: (1) the property
register which indicates the exact
position of the land; (2) the
proprietorship register which in-
dicates the nature of the title
registered ; (3) the charges regis-
ter which indicates the charges on
the land.
In Scotland there has been since
1617 in the register of sasines a
system of registration of all deeds
relating to land. There have been
registers of deeds relating to land
in Middlesex and Yorkshire since
the reign of Queen Anne. In some
parts of Europe registration of title
has existed for centuries.
Registration OF MOTOR
VEHICLES. This subject is treated
under Motoring.
Regius Professor. Holder of
a university professorship founded
by a king. The first of these were
founded in 1546 by Henry VIII:
chairs of divinity, civil law, his-
tory, Greek, Hebrew, and physics
at Cambridge, and of divinity,
civil law, medicine, Hebrew, and
Greek at Oxford. In 1724 George I
established the regius professor-
ship of modern history at Oxford.
Regnal Year, System used in
Great Britain for dating Acts of
parliament. A sovereign's first
regnal year begins on the date of
accession: thus regnal year 1 of
Queen Elizabeth II began on Feh. 6,
1952. Following regnal years begin
on the anniversary of the accession
date. The last regnal year of a
sovereign ends at death or abdica-
tion, and legislation passed in a
calendar year which includes parts
of two regnal years is dated ac-
cordingly. Thus Acts passed by
parliament during the calendar
year 1952 are dated 16 Geo. VJ
and 1 Elizabeth II.
Regnard, JEAN FRANCOIS
(1656-1709). French dramatist.
Born in Paris, Feb. 7, 1656, he led
an adventurous life until 1683.
when he settled down to play-
writing. He was the most brilliant
of the followers of Moliere, but hie
comedies, e.g. Le Joueur, Le Le-